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SUBJ: CALL ON PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE 

1 . CHARGE AND RDO CALLED ON PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE JUNE 25 
FOR OVERVIEW OF AID PROGRAMS ON OCCASION END OF RDO'S TOUR 
IN NIGER. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION WHICH CONSTRUCTIVE AND 
AMICABLE BEING REPORTED SEPARATELY. I WAS STRUCK. HOWEVER, 

BY TWO OF PRESIDENT'S REMARKS WHICH INDICATE ON-GOING AREAS 
OF CONCERN IN OUR ELATIONS WITH NIGER. 

2. IN SPEAKING TO GENERAL THEME OF DROUGHT PRESIDENT SAID 
THAT DONORS SHOULD NOT BE OVERLY SANGUINE ABOUT RECOVERY 
IN SAHEL. PRESENT FOOD SITUATION IN UPPER VOLTA, CHAD, 

AND BENIN PLUS FACT THAT NIGER HAD TO BUY 20,000 TONS 
THIS YEAR SHOW HOW FRAGILE SITUATION REMAINS. IN THIS 
CONTEXT, PRESIDENT ALLUDED ON THREE SEPARATE OCCASIONS TO 
INABILITY OF U.S. TO DELIVER 4500 TONS OF SORGHUM WHICH HE 
HAD REPORTEDLY REQUESTED LAST YEAR.PRESIDENTS REFERENCES 
TO EPISODE OF 4500 TONS WERE MADE IN PHILOSOPHICAL TONE 
AND MORE IN SORROW THAN IN ANGER. THERE IS NO DOUBT, 

HOWEVER, THAT THERE IS TANGIBLE AND LINGERING DISAPPOINTMENT 
ON HIS PART OVER THIS PROBLEM. 

3. SECOND, PRESIDENT REMINDED US THAT NIGER HAS BEEN 
TRYING FOR MANY MONTHS TO ARRANGE ANOTHER SESSION OF 
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BILATERAL TALKS ON ASSISTANCE. HE DID NOT ASCRIBE BLAME 
FOR THE DELAY IN HOLDING THEM BUT LEFT CLEAR IMPRESSION 
HE FELT THIS MATTER WAS DRAGGING ON TOO LONG AND THAT HE 
HOPED WE WOULD BE ABLE TO FIELD A DELEGATION IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. 

4. COMMENT. ALL THIS SHOWS ONCE AGAIN THE PRESIDENT'S 
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COMMENDABLE TENDENCY TO IMMERSE HIMSELF DEEPLY IN DEVELOPMENT 
MATTERS AND ACTIVITIES OF DONORS. AT SAMT TIME, 

PRESIDENT'S ALL-EMBARACING INTEREST AND CONCERN ADD AN 
IMPORTANT POLITICAL DIMENSION TO OUR RESPONSES ON AID 
MATTERS WHICH WE WILL DO WELL NOT TO LOSE SIGHT OF AS 
OUR PROGRAMS IN NIGER CONTINUE TO GROW.DAVISON 
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